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FIRST AMENDED CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER FOR THE

ELECTRONIC FILING OF PLEADINGS, PAPERS AND DOCUMENTS

IN ASBESTOS PERSONAL INJURY CASES

Application of Case Management Ordey

a. The Court herehy orders that all cases in the Baltimore City Pevsonal Injury Asbestos Litigation
(hereinafter, “Asbestos Litigation”) shall be governed by this First Amended Case Managemant Order
(hereinafter, “Order™). All cases in the Asbestos Litigation are assigned Lo the electronic {iling and service

2

project known as and hereinafter referred fo as eliling” as established by an Agresment between
(rourtLink Corporation (hereimafter, “eFiling System,” “LexisMexia Courth.ink Ine” or © Vendor™ or any
successor system, and the Cireuit Courl for Baltimere City. Pursuant to an Order of the Court of Appeals
of Maryland, all parties to any Asbestos Litigation pending in this court may elect to be a Participant Lo this
praject. If such an election is made, thal party is ordered to comply with this Order. ¥ a party elects not (o
be a Participant (hereinafter, “Non-Participant™), that party must bring u 3'4 inch diskette confaining the
documents to be filed in any pending caze to the Cletk's office to be uploaded by the party imo the eliling
system,  Setvice copies from the Non-Participant to other parties in the case shall be made in the
conventional manner in accordance with the Mﬂl‘yla.l‘.ld Rules.  Participanta in this project shall
cleclronically serve copies of their documents to the Non-Participant using the eFiling system,

b, 1f a new party is brought info the Asbestos Litigation after the signing of this Order, then counsel
representing the claiming party shalf serve a copy of this Order on the newly-added party and advise such
party of its right to participate in this project. 'The Court shall provide 2 newly-added paty with a
reasonabie amount of lime to become a participant in eFiling, but in no event shall this election w

participate excued sixty (60) days from the dale of service of a copy of this Order on that party. During the
!
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period prioy to clecting to subscribe to the eFiling systerm, that party must bring 2 3% incﬁ diskelte
containing the documents to be filed 10 the Clerk’s office to be uploaded by the party inlo the ¢Filing
system, Prior to electing to participate, service copies from the newly-added party to other parfics in the
case shall be made in the conventional manner in zecordance with the Maryland Rules.

C Pro 8e Parties - Pro sc parties may elect to participate in the eFiling system. By opling o

participate, all pro se partics will be treated the same as 2 law firm and will have the same access and
functionality as a law firm and must, in mrn, agree 1o abide by the same conditions for using c¢bFile as o law
firm user, I they choose not to participate, then service upon the pro s¢ party must be made by the other
parties conventionally.

Definitions

Tn this Order, the following terms shall be defined as follows:

i Ashestos Litigation Those cases in which an individual has claimed personal imjury and
damages as a result of being exposed fo ashestos-contaming products. MNet included are property damage
disputes or claims, msurance coverage disputes related fo ashedlos, or workers’ conpensation appeals
related to asbestos.

b, Electranic Filing  Blectronic transmission of an original pleading, paper, order or docwment to or

fram the Cireuit Court for Baltimere City via Vendor's eFiling system,

e Participant A party that elects to participate in eFiling.
d, Non-Earticipant A party that clects not to participate in eFilmg,
. Typographical sipnature  The signature o an glectronic filing whicl iz not in the personal hand

of the signing party or a facsimile of a hand signature. Rather, the signing parly may type his or her name
i the place on the document which would ofberwise be hand-sigm;dl if fled conventionally,  The
typopraphical signature shall be accompanicd by the symbol “/s/" and freated as & parsonal sipnature for all
pusposes under (he Maryland Rules.

Operation of Blectronic Fiting and Ssrvice Procedure

a. Obtaining. Access to_the eFiling Sysfem Coungel for all Parttcipants shall promptly take steps
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necessary o enable them to clectronically file, serve, reeeive, review, and retrieve copies of all pleadings,

papers, orders, and other documents filed in the Asbestos Litigation electronically by registerng with and

enterihg into a subseription agreement with the Vendor. 1f counsel has access w the eFile system as a

result of participation in another Court using the lexisNexis CourtLink cFile system, then an additional

account is not required.

Iy,

i At the completion of the subscription process, the Vendaor shall assign a confidential user
namels) and password(s) to the Participant”s designated representative(s), which may thereafior be
used to access the eFiling system. This user name and password will permit the Putivipant's
representatives to file, serve, rective, review, and vemieve electronically filed pleadings, papurs,
and other documents filed in an assigned case.

i No attorney shall knowingly authorize or permit his or her user nurme and paassword o be
utilized by anyone alse. Attorneys may authorize otheér attorneys or employees ol the attormey's
law firm 1o receive their own user name and passwaord 1o file on their hehalf, Co-counsel of &
Participant who are in different firms wilt be required to subseribe separately with Vendor, No
person shall kx]owingly uge another’s user name and password or cavse or permit another person
1 use them without the express permission [Tom the holder of the user name and password,

Blectronic Filing and Service - Bxcept as provided in Paragraph 3j of this Ovder, all pleadings,

papers, ur other documents required to be filed with the Court in connection with the Ashestos Litigation

shall be electronically filed and served by all Participants on both Participants and Non-Participants.

The Vendor shall allow Al Participants, Partics and Non-Parijes access (o view, at no gharee

all pleadings, papers, or other decuments required to be electronically filed with (he Court in

connection willLthe Asbestos Litigation,

A party generating discovery material shall clectromically fife with the Coust and serve diseovery

material upon all parties (o the case, in liev of the nolice requirement of Md. Rule 2-461(0)(2). Attachmenis

o discovery reguests and responscs that were created electramigally shall be electronically fited with the

Court and served upon all parties to the case. An aftachment that was not created electronically muay he
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conventionally filed and served pursuant to the Maryland Rules. he filing party shall place g marker
in the cFiling system designating that the aftachments were filed conventionally thereby ruaintaining
complete recard of 2ll filings for the electronic case record.

The party generatipg discovery requests must comply with Maryland Rule 2-43)

(Certificste Regunivement) before bringing a discovery dispute before (he Comvf, I the case of

Request for Admissions, the party generating such disepvery must first notify any party recipient if a

response is past due hoefore taking the position thay the requests are decmed admitled.

Graphical images of documents (seanned documents) that exceed S0 pages shall be filed in
intervals of 30 pages or less. For example, a 150 page scanned fiting should be filed as 3 separate
documents labeled as follows: ¥ of 3, 20f 3 and 3 of 3.

3 Initial Gomplaints angd Third Parcy Complaints « Effective the date this Order is approved
hy the Court of Appeals, all Complaints and Third Party Complaints shall be clectronically filed with the
Conrt. In order to initiate the caze with the Clerk of the Court, tha claiming puaily must use the “file in a
new case” feanre in the cFiling system to file a Complaing, Once the Clerk of the Courr commpletes the
eview process of the newly filed Complaint, an email notification will be generated to the filmyg party
advising that party of the new case name and number. Service of the Complaint and the initial Summeons
shail be made conventionally in sccordance with the Maryland Rules. The claiming party shall add Third
Tarty Defendants and other subsequently added Defendants to a case by using the “Case Profile” feature m
the eFiling system. Service of Third Party Complaints and summonses shall be made eonventionally in
accordance with the Maryland Rules,

i, Retm. of Service - Plaintiffs and Third-Party Plaintiffs shall electronically {file returns of r;c:rviclu:
ar notice of same in the cFiling system.

@, Orders, Opiniong, and Communjeations of Court - All judicial rolings, opinions, orders, and other

communications of the courl shall be electronically fited and served upon all parties 10 8 case. Swelh
documents shall be signed with a typographical signature,

f, Notice of Lilectronic Service - The electromic service of a pleading, paper or other dogunmsnt will

provide an automatic online notification to all Participams served with the document.

4
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i, Fiime Relared Documents - All documents relating to a sinple pleading or paper may he

elecronically filed together in a gingle filing transaction. For example, a motion, a memorandurnm 1
support of the motion, a proposed order and related affidavite should be fited ag separate documents nnder 4
sinple (ransaction however, the proposced order shall be submilted as a separate document. The [iling rype
“Proposed Order” must be selected for all proposed orders.

All documents, papers or pleadings direclly relating to & previously filed document, paper or
pleading shall be linked to the previously filed docwment, paper or pleading utilizing the “Linked
Documents” (cature in the elfiling system.

h Flectronic Service of Pleadings and Other Dogiments - All Parlicipants shall conduet serviee

upen ather Participants electronically through the ebiling system. Participants shall receive all documents
eleclronically served upon them via access to the Vendor's system, The sleciranic service of g pleading o
other decument in the eFiling servies is considered valid and effective service on all Participants and shall
have the same legal effect as conventional service of an original paper or document. “The filing Parlicipant
is pot required 1o conventionally serve a paper ©opy of the elecrronically filed document on MNon-
Participants. The Vendor shall serve Participants electronically and Non-Pariicipants via facsimile.

i Centificates

f Servige - Except for pleadings, papers or documents served by Non-Participants,
Certificates of Service following eFiled documents shall only be requirsd to stare the dare and method of
cervice. The Proof of Service in the eFiling system shall serve as a substitute for the st of parties o whan
service has been made. Scparate Notices of Service of Discovery filings ave na lomger reguired,

i. Conventional Filing of Doguruents - Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph 3b of this Crder, the

following types of papers or documents shall be filed conventionally

i Lixhihits and/or aitachments to pleadings or papers that ave real objeets or which
olherwise may not be comprebensibly viewed in an elecwonic formar tmay be [iled and served
conventionally, in their originagl form, ¢.g., x-rays, A marker designating the conventional filing shail be
placed in the electromic record, Any exhibits designated for-conventional filing shall be provided o the
Court within five (5} days of the corresponding eFiling along witl: a cover page that describes the refated
electronically (iled documents,

The Clerk of Court shall place such exhibits in the Cowt file or such other Court repository.
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ce of Conventionally Filed Pleadings, Papers or Documgnts - Any conventionally filed pleading,

paper or document shall be served on all other partizs to the case in accordunce with Rule 1-327 and Tile
2, Chapter 100 of the Maryland Rules.

1. Sealed Documents - Motions 1o file documents under scal shall be electronically filed and sevved on all

partics in the case. Once the motion is granted, the documents to be filed under seal shall be clectromcally
(iled utilizing the sealed access feature in the efile system. The Vendor shall provide levels of sceurity
for filing scaled documents such that the filing party may vestrict viewing by non-Parties ar by

parties not affected by such decnuments,

m. Representarions by Using g Tvpographical Signatwe - Every eFiled pleading, paper, and

document shatl bear a facsimile or typographical sigrature of at least ane of the attornays of record, along
with the 1yped name, address, telephonc number und e-mail address (if available) of that awitamey.
Typographical signatures shall be (reated as personal handwritien signatures for all purposes sontemplated
Ly the Maryland Rules.

. Mainiaining Copies of Flectronically-Filec Ploadings. Papers or Documents - Ouly an original
pleacling, paper or docﬁnwnt which must be signed by a Participant or other individual shall be mainiained
by counsel for the Participant and shall be made available, upon reasonable notice, for inspection by other
caunsel,

o. Timc for Filing and Bffect of Use of cFiling - Any paper or document filed clectronically shall be

considered as served and filed with the Clerk of the Court when i is compietely submitted and receives an
authorized date and time. Any paper or docunent filed electronically before midnight shall he duemed
Rled for purpeses of filing deadlines, Regardless of the location of counsel, the Vendor and this Court wali
apply Bastern Time to all pleadings, papers and other documents, Thus, for example, i the deadline for
filing a paper is March 15, if that paper is filed electronically at 11:59 p.m, ET en March 15,2t will he
deemed timely filed, The Vendor is herehby appointed the limited agent of the Court Clevk us W the
slectronic filing, receipt, service, and/or retrieval of any pleadiug, paper or document with the Verdar, Al
documents filed conventionally shall cemply with the Maryland Rules for filing. Any paper or dovwment
electronically filed shall be considered docketad by the Clerk of the Court for all purposes contemplated by
the Maryland Rules upon acceplance by the Clek; the docketed date shall he fhe same as the snthorzed

date and tme,
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p. Problems in transnission of an electronie filing - Participants arc encouraged by the comt e he

reasonable with sach other if a technical problem arises which will cause a deadline lo be misscd for o
filing Participant. n such an event, Participants may, by consent and without the necessity of an order of
court, agree to an exiension of a filing deadline, If an agreement cannot be reached however, and  an
clectronic filing cannot be filed becaunse of (1) inaccus&‘.ibi]it?/ to Vendor, (2) downtime of a Participant’s
[nternet Service Provider, (3) an error in the transmission of the pleading, paper vr document to the Vender
which was unknown to the filing Participant, or (4) a fathue to process the electronic filing when received
by the Vendor, the court may enter such order as is pecessary to permit the late filing of the pleading, paper
oy document.

aQ Time_for Respunding to av eFilgd Pleading, Paper or Docurent - Unless otherwise provided by

an order of court, a party has eighteen (18) days to respond to an eFiled motion. All other response times
for responding to eFiled documents shall be governed by the Maryland Rules.

T Public Aceess to the Electronically Filed Fleadings. Papers and Documents - The Courl Clerk’s
office shall make available to members of the general public, without charge and during nownal business
hours, at least ong computer lerminal capable of searching and reviewing pleadings, papers and docoments
filed of public record in Ashestos Litigation cases. The Clerk shall make copies of any pubhicly filed
electronic pleadings, papers and documents at the rate established by the State Court Administrator

pursuant io $ection 7-202, Courts and Judicial Prececdings, Annotated Code of Mavyland,

Form of Pleadings, Papers and Docnments Klecivonically Filed

a. Gigrmat of Blectranically Filed Pleadings, Papers and Doenments - Al clectromically [l

peadings, pﬁpers and documents shall, to the extent practicable, be formatted in accordance with he
applicable rules governing the formatting of paper pleadings and papers, and in such other and forthe
format as the Court may require from time to time, Fleadings, papers or other documents when elided are
digitally converted to a porable document format (PDT} by the Vendor. In the conversion process. @
docwmment may be lengthened which may cavse such document to exceed a page limit rule that may exst i
a piven case. As such, the document will be accepted as conforming Lo the page lmil rules s long as the
Participant’s own eleclronic copy of the pleading, paper or docnrent, when viewed, confurms to the pope
it restriction,

b Title of Pleadings, Papess and, Othor Documants - The title of sach electromcally (led pleading,

7
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paper or other document (“paper™, including multi-case filings, shall include a briel but sformaove

description of the paper. The caption ol the paper shall also contain the following information:

i. the party or parlies filing the paper;

ii. the nature of the paper;

il the party or parties agamst whoni relief, il any, is sought; and,

iv. the nature of the relief sought (e.g., “Tohn Doe’s Motion to Comped Discovery and for

Yanctions zgainst Jim Smith™).

The signature page of any paper filed shall contain the name of the anamey and, if applicable, the
namne, address, phone number and ¢-umil address (if available) of the law firm represcnting the party, and
the name of the party on whose behalf the paper is filed.

C. Multiple Case Filing - When individual cases have been gronped for trial, known as “wial

cluslers™, a Participant shall eFile a pleading, paper o documient in the group case number and will he
assessed one LexisNoxis Courtl.ink fransactional filing fec for each filing. Whoen a party files a pleading,
paper or document in more than one case, inchuding trial clusters, that party may use the multi-case fling
fiunction in the eFile system. The party shall caption the pleading, paper or document to inclode al refevant
trial cluster case numbers and individually affected cases. Further, the top of the caption, below the Court's
name, shall state “multi-case filing.” Transactional [iling fecs associated with multi-case fling are attached
hereto as Exhibit A,

Appeats of Asbestos Litigation Cases - The parties to an appeai shall work with and provide 1o the Clerk
of the Cirewit Court any materials required by Rule 8-413 that were originally [iled in an electronic fornss
pursuant lo this Cgder, The parties are urged wark together, and with the Cowt of Special Appeals
pursuant to Rule 8-206 (b), to minimize the creation of hard copy documents ariginally filed clectronically.
This determination may include, in each appeal as is appropriate and aceepted by Order of the Court of
Appeals or the Court of Special Appeals, the following: the use of an clectronic transeript, the use of the
deferred record extract progedire; limitations of issues and/or the content of the record, pursaant o Ryl 8-
206 (h); a statement in liew of the record pursuant 6 Rule 8-413 {b); and/or, employment of the electronic
filings in liew of some or all hard copy of each filing in the case.

Technical Reguirements of Payrigipants

a. Vendar thall maintain 2 st of Systam Raquirements and specilications on i website,
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b, All electronically filed pleadings, papers and documents may be filed m Adoebe Acrobat Porrable
Daocwinent Format (PDF) direetly, WordPerfect and Microsoft Word formats or other word processing
formats that ¢can be converted by the current versions of WordPerfect or Word us of the date of this Order
To ensure all Participants will be able o print the retrieved documents from Courtlink correeily,
Courllink converts the clectronic document to the Adobe Acrobal Render's portable docamein Formua
(PDF). Digital images of documents may be filed in lagged imélge format (TT0.)

Ayailability of Blectronically Filed Pleadings, Papers and Documents (“Documents™ - Docnnens filed

electronically will be available immediately for retricval on the Vendor's efil: system,,

Fees The transactional fees for the use of the Vendor's eFile system are set [ovth in the Scihedyle of

Fees attached as Appendix A, ag may be amended from time to time. No feeg wil] b increased By e
Vendar without giving at least sixty (60) days prior notice to al Participants and approval by the Court,

a.  Any inslrument requiring payment of a filing fee to the Clerk of the Court i arder 1
wehicve valid filing status shall be filed electronicaily in the same manner s any ather
eFile document.

b, The Vendor, as limited agent for the Clerk of the Circuit Court, will volleor Jiling fises
fronn Participanis through direct billing of the Participant.

¢.  The Vendor will electronieally transmit al) ﬁling_ fres to a financial account desi nated
by the Court’s hank and will electronically provide the Civii inance Office with

whatever information i requires for each deposit.

Ellen Heller T
Administrative Judge

Nale:
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Arlditional court filing fees may

46,00 por filing an onlimited number of pages

1

$10.00 per filing an unlimirad
m‘mhu ol pages on an unlimited
o of parties

20¢ a page via fax ($2 mininwm)
10¢ a page plus postage via U.S, mail (52 minimury)

‘1 uf“smwc e if online {
costs for non-Subseribears)

itien that o
{10 wther pariies.

Notice only, no o document, Provides e- mcm’ oy frix szr
ffoc.umem('s) has been f!c*tf with the court andfor sery

i
Part of Service if online (samce fax
costs for non-Subseribers

Natice with doctment. Provides e-mail or fix unr.'fummn with o o f e
Jiled {Inc*wrzem(i) r}mf i docment(s) has been filed with the cowrt cndior
ser vecz’ ¢

} Mo charge Lo view, print and or
j\ dewnioad
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